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CHAPTER 1

Seattle has been rated as one of the top destination cities in 
America and in this ebook you will find some simple little tips 
and secrets of where to go and how to get there. Some of the 
major attractions are well known, and we aim to share some of 
the lesser-known spots that you may not have known about.
The staff at Shutter Tours, a top rated scenic tour company in 
Seattle, has created this book as a simple guide to help you with 
additional trip planning to Seattle. If you’d like to take a tour 
with us, you can book online at www.shuttertours.com

http://www.shuttertours.com
http://www.shuttertours.com
http://www.shuttertours.com
http://www.shuttertours.com


Getting to the city from airport

If you don't have a lot of luggage, your 
best bet is to hop on the Central Link 
Light Rail between Sea-Tac and down-
town Seattle. At the airport, follow the 
signs to Link Light Rail (Don’t follow the  
Public Transit signs). The fare is less 
than $4.  If your hotel is in the down-

town core area, you can get to most loca-
tions using the train. It might be a good 
idea to ask your hotel concierge what 
stop to use to reach your hotel before us-
ing the Link Rail. Buy a ticket before get-
ting on the train from the machines. 

Make sure you purchase a ticket, Sound 
Transit police or other officials will some-

Getting Around Seattle
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CHAPTER 2

From Monorails, to bus service to light rail systems and your 
own two feet, it’s pretty easy to get around the city with minimal 
effort. 



times roam trains and platforms and 
check people for proof of payment. The 
fine for not having a ticket is $124.

The trains run about every 10-15 minutes 
starting at 5 AM and running until 1 AM. 

Once you retrieve your bags, from bag-
gage claim at Seatac, you will need to 
walk a bit to find the Link station. Follow 
the signs to Link Light Rail. The light rail 
station is accessed at the far north side of 
the parking garage or closest to baggage 
claim carousel 15 or 16 which is Alaska 
Air or United.   

Taxi Cab

Your approximate cost from the airport 
to downtown is between $45-50 for the 
16-mile drive. Traffic can be pretty crazy 
during rush hour in Seattle and typical 
cab wait times are .50 per minute if stuck 
in traffic. Here a flat fee for a town car 
might be a better option during the rush 
hour.  If you're staying in the 'downtown 
hotel zone' cabs are allowed to charge a 
flat rate of $40 FROM downtown to the 
airport only.

Seattle Metro Bus

Once you arrive in the city, its easy to ei-
ther walk or take a bus to most locations. 
Seattle used to have a free ride zone 
downtown, but this is no longer the case. 

Bus fares range from .75 for seniors to 
$2.25-3.00 depending on zone and 
whether you are traveling at the peak 
commuting hours.  

We suggest you check out The King 
County Metro Website for up to date 
fares and trip planning to help you get to 
your destination. 

Monorail 

A fun way to get around the city is the 
Monorail 
that goes be-
tween down-
town and 
the Seattle 

Center 
where the Space Needle, EMP, and Chi-
huly Glass Gardens are located. 

Built for the Seattle Worlds Fair in 1962, 
the Monorail has been an icon in the city 
for over 50 years. One way tickets are 
$2.25 for adults and $1.00 for youth and 
seniors. 

Catch the Monorail heading towards the 
Seattle center at Westlake Center Mall 
station: At Fifth Avenue and Pine Street.

The Monorail station at the Seattle Cen-
ter is close to the base of the Space Nee-
dle. 
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Built for the 1962 Worlds Fair, Seattle’s 
iconic “Needle” is more than just an icon, 
but a centerpiece of Seattle. 

Seen by its builders as an Eiffel Tower 
for the 21st century,  the Eiffel Tower 
was a role model for the building of the 
Needle and is the only world tower that 

has come close to matching its legacy as 
a centerpiece and symbol of a city. In 
fact, the Eiffel flew out their entire 
kitchen crew to prepare the Needle's first 
dinner and reaching into their cellar, and 
they christened the Needle with French 
champagne when it opened. 

Space Needle
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CHAPTER 3

There is nothing more iconic in Seattle than the Space Needle 
and we think this should be a stop on your visit to the city.  



How the idea originated

In 1959, artist 
Edward E. Carl-
son was in-
spired by the 
Stuttgart 
Tower in Ger-
many and was 
sketching his 
vision of futur-
istic structure 

for the 1962 Se-
attle World's Fair which had a century 21 
theme. He created his initial design on a 
placemat in a coffee house. Edwards 
original design underwent several revi-
sions by architect John Graham Jr. be-
fore it became the internationally known 
symbol we see today.

The foundation for the Needle is 30 feet 
deep and 120 feet across and it took a to-
tal of 467 cement trucks to fill the hole. 

Over 5,850 tons of 
concrete and steel 
were used to build 
it, and it was built to 
withstand a wind ve-
locity of 200 miles 
per hour. 

The total cost to 
build the Needle 
was approximately 
$4.5 million.

The original colors 
of the needle even 
took on a space-
age focus at the 
worlds fair. The 

legs of the building were "Astronaut 
White," the roof is "Galaxy Gold," the 
halo is "Re-Entry Red" and the center is 
"Orbital Olive." Galaxy gold was recently 
used again in 2012 to celebrate the 50 
year anniversary of the Needle. 

Height

The Space Needle is 605 feet high. There 
are 848 steps from the bottom of the 
basement to the top of the Observation 
Deck

Sightseeing

The observation deck provides a 360-
degree view of Seattle. 

What's Inside

The 200-seat revolving restaurant at the 
top is called SkyCity. The restaurant 
makes one full rotation every hour on a 
single 1.5 hp motor. Elevators on the Nee-
dle descend at 10 mph, the speed of a 
raindrop. 
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More fun facts from the Space Needle website
• When the Space Needle was built in 1962, it was the tallest building west of the Mis-
sissippi River.

• The center of gravity for the Space Needle is 5 feet above the ground.

• The Space Needle is fastened to its foundation with 72 bolts, each 30 feet in length.

• The Space Needle sways approximately 1 inch for every 10 mph of wind. 25 lightning 
rods (24 actual rods, plus the tower) are on the roof of the Needle to withstand light-
ning strikes.

• The restaurant turntable revolves on a track and wheel system that weighs roughly 
125 tons, borrowed from railroad technology. All it takes to make the turntable revolve 
is a 1½ horsepower motor (originally it was a 1 hp motor).

• The original nickname of the Space Needle was “The Space Cage.” The original name 
of the restaurant was “Eye of the Needle.”

• The Space Needle elevators weigh 14,000 pounds each with a capacity of 4,500 
pounds. The counter-weight weighs 40 percent more than the elevator fully loaded.

• Each elevator has seven cables total, even though one cable is strong enough to hold 
the entire weight of the elevator.

• The elevators that travel 10 mph are equal to the speed in which a raindrop falls to 
earth. In fact, a snowflake falls at 3 mph, so in an elevator during a snowstorm, it ap-
pears to be snowing upwards.

• The last elevator arrived the day before the 1962 World’s Fair opened.

• The first Space Needle Manager, Hoge Sullivan, had acrophobia, a fear of heights.

• Renowned astronaut, Buzz Aldrin, was on hand to present the winner of the Space 
Race celebrating the Space Needle’s 50th Anniversary with the grand prize – a sub-
orbital trip into space.

Check out the Space Needle Website
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1. It doesn’t rain in Seattle as much as 
you think it does or does it?

Well, this is a two-part answer. No, it 
doesn’t rain as much as people are led to 
believe.  It does if you measure the days 
of rainfall Seattle gets per year.

At 38 inches of rain per year, we are not 
even in the top 40 list for annual rainfall 
in major U.S. Cities. We are in the top 5 
cities for the number of days of precipita-
tion at 151 days per year.

We also average 226 cloudy days a year 
with only 58 days of clear skies. It’s no 
wonder people who move to Seattle suf-
fer from S.A.D or Seasonal Affected Dis-
order.

It doesn’t rain almost 90% of the time. If 
you add up all the hours in a year, Seattle 
only gets rain 11% of the time.

Source: National Climatic Data Center, NOAA

5 Interesting Things You May Not Know 
About Seattle
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CHAPTER 4



2. Seattle is home to the world’s first gas station

According to a plaque at Pier 32, 2264 E Marginal Way S in Seattle.

“WORLD”S FIRST SERVICE STATION

Here in the spring of 1907 an odd but Ingenious contraption was erected by the late 
John McLean of Standard Oil Company of California for the unprecedented Function 
of dispensing gasoline and oil Directly to the motorist

From this significant pioneer effort came one of the greatest conveniences to the  
public – The Service Station

Erected by  
STANDARD OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA  
June 5, 1947″

There is some discrepancy when researching this but here is a link to an image of the 
plaque.

3. John Nordstrom got his start in the Klondike.

Johan Nordström was born on a small farm in Alvik in Neder Luleå and arrived, only 
16 years old, to Ellis Island with five dollars in his pocket and not a word of English in 
his vocabulary. After deciding farming wasn’t for him after scraping enough money to 
purchase 10 acres in Arlington, Washington he headed to the Klondike in search of for-
tune. Investing $1,500 for 50% of a mining claim on Gold Run with two other miners 
who partnered on a 1/4 of the claim, Nordstrom set to work. When the claim was chal-
lenged, and a lawsuit was filed he and his partners decided to sell it for $30,000, net-
ting Nordstrom $13,000 after paying expenses.

Returning to Seattle and eager to put his money to work, he partnered with Carl 
Wallin and opened a small shoe store, Wallin, and Nordstrom at 318 Pike Street.

As we know, the rest became history and John did very well, but what happened to the 
mining claim he sold? Over $2 million of gold was taken from the claim he sold for a 
mere $30,000 according to the Klondike Gold Rush Museum in Seattle.
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4. Seattle has the second most glassblowing studios in the world.

Dale Chihuly has no doubt been a significant influence on the city of Seattle. A co-
founder of  Pilchuck Glass School located in Stanwood, WA is an international center 
for glass art education. Dale Chihuly was also the first person to be proclaimed a “Liv-
ing National Treasure” by President George Bush in 1992.

The city with the most glassblowing studios in the world is in Murano, an island near 
Venice, Italy.

5. We don’t Jaywalk

Yes, it’s true, there is no jaywalking in Seattle unless you are a tourist.  Maybe its a 
slow cadence in our lifestyle or the fact that its an unwritten rule and you will receive a 
ticket. We’ve heard the ticket is anywhere from $56-$75 per ticket and have seen po-
licemen waiting a half block from an intersection on motorcycles in the financial dis-
trict, waiting to “pull people over” to write a ticket.

Some critics say jaywalking tickets have led to fights and alleged abuses from Seattle 
police officers.

Bonus Fact

Seattle is ranked the most literate city 

Central Connecticut State University ranked Seattle the most literate city in America. 
Everybody reads here. The Seattle Public Library system has the highest percentage of 
library card-holders per capita in the country. Seattle also has the highest percentage 
of residents with a college degree or higher. 59% of all Seattle residents over 25 have a 
bachelors degree or better.
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Between the summers of 1906 and 1907, 
food prices rose sharply in Seattle.       On-
ions that had been ten cents a pound 
were now a $1 (keep in mind John Nord-
strom sold a pair of new shoes for $2 a 
pair). The boom in prices followed the in-
crease in lumber prices following the San 

Francisco earthquake and fire in April of 
1906. But also because the middlemen 
were gouging the consumer. Due to this 
frustration, the Seattle City Council 
passed an ordinance for Pike Place as a 
site for a farmer’s market and the Pike 
Place Market was born. 

Pike Place Market
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CHAPTER 5

The Pike Place Market is the heart and soul of the city. Starting 
in 1907 on the corner of First and Pike Place, the market has 
been continuously running ever since. With over 10 million 
visitors per year, tourists and locals love this place. 



The first day only seven farmers showed 
up to sell their produce. Rumors from 
threatening boycotts by middlemen to 
death threats made its way around the 
city. This didn't stop over 10,000 people 
from showing up that day. The first day 
was such a success that the next Satur-
day, over 70 farmers made their way to 
the market with just as many waiting cus-
tomers. 

In 1912, Three Girls Bakery opened in 
the Corner Market Building on the cor-
ner of First and Pike (where Pike Place 
Flowers is now located). Advertising two 
loaves of bread for 15 cents: "A good deal 
for your money." They celebrated their 
100th anniversary in 2012 and are the 
oldest business in the market. 

In 1918 the City of Seattle created City 
Fish to counter the high prices of fish 
when there was a sudden rise in the cost 
of salmon to 25 cents a lb. This addi-
tional competition brought the salmon 
prices back to ten cents a lb. and the city 
gave up its role of fishmonger and price 
fixer after the war. 

By 1922 the buildings we see today were 
completed and the market was well on 
its way to becoming the heart and soul of 
the city.

In 1928, the trademark clock and neon 
sign found its home and was one of the 
first outdoor neons signs to be installed 
on the West Coast. 

In 1941 Sanitary Market building burns 
just days after the bombing of Pearl Har-
bor.  By April of 1942 the market lost 
over half of its farmers to the internment 
camps for Japanese Americans, leaving 
hundreds of stalls empty.

By 1969 the market was in bad shape 
and there was talk of demolishing the 
market. Friends of the Market gathered 
53,000 voter signatures to save the Mar-
ket from the wrecking ball and by 1971 it 
was on the National Register of Historic 
Places.

1971 was the year that Starbucks opened 
their first store at Pike Place and Vir-
ginia, just a few doors down from what 
we now know as the “Original” Star-
bucks. 

In 1985, donors were able to purchase a 
floor tile for $35 to help renovate the 
market. Today over 46,000 named tiles 
line the arcade. 

  1986 Rachel the pig debuts under the 
iconic sign and clock. She helps raise 
over $10,000 each year for market serv-
ices. 
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Exploring the market is a great way to 
spend a couple of hours, and don’t forget 
your camera to create your own photo 
magic.

The market is ever changing and you’ll 
want to explore all the different levels 
not just the main arcade walk area. You 
should give yourself at least a couple of 
hours to walk around and see all the vari-
ous shops and photo opportunities.

Buskers

The 
Busker, also known as performers, are 
great to photograph. Many of them work 
at the market full time, and if you do 

take a photo of these performers, please 
be sure to tip. Our friend Farell, the Bal-
loon guy, is really comfortable with you 
take portraits up close. He might talk 
your ear off, but he is sure to give you 
some fun photos to take back home.

Original Starbucks

The Original Starbucks is always 
crowded during the day. If you want an 
interior shot, wait until after 6 PM. Being 
the third busiest Starbucks in the world, 
you know it’s going to be crowded. 
(Shibuya Crossing in Tokyo is the busiest 
in the world).

If you can only get there during the day, 
you can take photos of the musicians out 
front. Try to include the long line of peo-
ple and the original logo on the window 
to give a great sense of place.
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Pure Foods Fish
We like to take our fish stand photos at Pure Foods as the image seen above. It is much 
less crowded than the other stands, and we think they have better displays for our pho-
tos. They also have the best smoked salmon in the market which was even written up 
in Sunset Magazine. 

Pike Place Fish
These guys are world famous for 
throwing fish and they are great fun 
to watch. If you want to capture a 
photo such as the one at right, use a 
high speed shutter or put your camera 
in sports mode to stop the action.  
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Gum Wall
Rated the “Second germiest place in 
the World” by Tripadvisor.com review-
ers, you don’t want to miss the         
gumwall. 

Located in Post Alley right around the 
corner from Ghost Alley Espresso, 
home of the Market Ghost Tours, this 
is a sight to be seen. 

It all got started in the 1990’s when pa-
trons of the Market Theatre were asked 
to leave their gum outside. People 
started using the wall as a perfect spot 
to put their gum and sticking coins in 
the gum. In November of 2015, the 
gum wall was cleaned and took 130 
hours to complete, with over 2,350 
pounds of gum removed and disposed 
of. 

Tour Ideas in the Market

Market Ghost Tours

Savor Seattle Food Tours

Seattle Food Tours

Seattle By Foot

Northwest Wining and Dining
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There is probably no better location in Se-
attle to get an iconic photo of the city 
than Kerry Park.

Kerry Park can be very busy on a clear 
day with lots of tour groups and photog-
raphers. The best location to shoot the 
city from is the west end of the park at 

the end of the fence area.  This gives a 
clear shot of the city without having to 
worry so much about the crowds and peo-
ple in your photo. 

There is a sculpture at the park which is 
perfect to shoot the Space Needle 
through if you want to be creative.

Iconic Kerry Park
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This is one of those locations that tends to take peoples breath 
away when we pull up in our bus. The view here is stunning on a 
sunny day, especially if Mt. Rainier is out for the day.  



When the Denny party landed in 1851 on 
what we now call Alki Beach, they discov-
ered the high winds and long winters 
were best avoided by moving to what we 
now call the Pioneer Square area. 

As the area grew, the first village called 
itself “Duwamps” in honor of the          

Duwamish Indian tribe whose village 
was located where the current train sta-
tion is. 

In 1852 Henry Yesler chose this area as 
the site for Puget Sounds first steam-
powered sawmill, right on the corner of 
today's First and Yesler, thus boosting 

Pioneer Square
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CHAPTER 7

This is Seattle’s second oldest neighborhood and was rebuilt 
after the great fire of 1889 that leveled 33 square blocks of the 
city. In 1897 the Klondike Gold Rush started in Seattle and the 
city became the central hub for supplying miners.



the fortunes of the area. Yesler Way be-
came known as Skid Road as he would 
drag his logs down the muddy path from 
the East to his sawmill. Eventually, the 
area south of Yesler Way became known 
as Skid Row in the 1930’s during the 
Great Depression. Here about a 1,000 
men lived in about 600 “Shanties.” 
These were roughly built, often ram-
shackle cabins or shacks made from 
whatever material could be scavenged.

Great Seattle Fire

On June 6, 1889, the Great Seattle Fire 
began when an overheated glue pot 
caught some turpentine soaked wood 
shavings on fire in a cabinet shop at First 
Avenue and Madison.  

If there was any good time to have a fire, 
then this was it, and the city could not 
have burned at a better time, all 33 
square blocks of it. 

The fire wiped the slate clean and al-
lowed the city to rebuild itself as a mod-
ern urban center. 

The rebuilding process required that all 
new buildings be built of brick or stone 
and city planners also elevated the flood-
prone streets a full story, causing some 
buildings to have floors underground. 

Today you can walk down the sidewalks 
of Pioneer Square and see purple colored 
glass prisms in the sidewalks. These al-
lowed the stores to operate, creating 
some natural light to the stores below 
the sidewalk. Originally these were clear 
prisms, but UV rays have changed them 
to purple. 

If you’d like to explore the underground 
portion of the city, then take our favorite 
tour, Beneath the Streets Tour. 

Pioneer Square Today

Today Pioneer Square is a busy area of 
activity from restaurants, to art galleries 
to the central location to celebrate our lo-
cal sports teams when they play at the 
stadiums south of the area. 

With the rich history and culture, you’re 
sure to find something of interest here. 
Below are just a few suggestions for you 
on your visit to this area. 

Art Galleries

Flury and Company - One of the most ex-
tensive collections of vintage photo-
graphs by Edward Curtis, along with Na-
tive American antiques, traditional carv-
ings, baskets, masks, jewelry, and tools 
are showcased in a historic space that's 
as interesting as the store's wares.
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Foster and White Gallery - A century-old 
building with high ceilings and 7,000 
square feet of exhibition space. Works by 
internationally acclaimed Northwest 
masters Kenneth Callahan, Mark Tobey, 
Alden Mason, and George Tsutakawa are 
on permanent display.

Glass House Studios - Glasshouse Studio 
is the oldest blown-glass studio in the 
Northwest. Founded in 1972, the studio 
holds regular demonstrations as well as 
weekly group tours. 

Museums

Klondike Gold Rush Museum - This is 
one of our favorite museums in the city. 
Walls are lined with photos of gold min-
ers, explorers, and the hopeful families 
who followed them. Film presentations, 
gold-panning demonstrations (daily in 
summer, at 10 and 3), and rotating exhib-
its are scheduled throughout the year.

Wing Luke Museum - The only museum 
in the U.S. devoted to the Asian Pacific 
American experience. The museum in-
cludes re-creations of typical early-20th-
century one-room apartments, a commu-
nal kitchen, and the Yick Fung Company 
store.

Man Made Waterfall at original location 
of the United Parcel Service offices. UPS 
started in Seattle in 1907 as the Ameri-
can Messenger Service. 

Historic Taverns

Central Saloon - For 125 years, the Cen-
tral has been the center of the universe 
in historic Seattle, hosting miners on 
their way to the Yukon and back, intro-
ducing the world to SoundGarden, Nir-
vana, and hundreds of other innovators 
in music.

The Central is the last of the grand old sa-
loons. Opened three years after the Great 
Fire, the Central enjoys a long, proud his-
tory of entertainment for loggers, sailors, 
and the adventurers of every generation. 

Merchants Cafe’ - Constructed in 1890 
and designed by W.E. Boone (A direct de-
scendent of Daniel Boone) is one of the 
oldest restaurants operating at its origi-
nal location in Seattle. Merchants holds 
onto its rustic, old world charm, with its 
Tiffany stained glass chandliers hanging 
from the original tin pressed ceiling, its 
exposed brick walls, and a rosewood bar 
that made its own personal journey 
through Cape Horn on a schooner in the 
1880s.
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For you Photographers, some great shots 
are the ones that add perspective to how 
tall he is, by getting people in your shots. 

Look for the opportunity to shoot reflec-
tions of him with the multitude of win-
dows throughout the building.

Challenge yourself to walk around the 
man and see how many different angles 
you can shoot and get a different perspec-
tive. 

You’ll find Hammering Man at the SAM, 
a couple blocks from Pike Place Market. 

Hammering Man

19

CHAPTER 8

A focal point of the Seattle Art Museum is the 48-foot tall 
Hammering Man. Created by artist Jonathan Borofsky, 
Hammering Man signifies the worker in all of us.



We drive through Fremont everyday on 
our tour and there is always so much hap-
pening and it has a nice positive vibe to 
it. Today there is a mix of high tech com-
panies from Adobe, Geocaching. com to 

Google, but this wasn’t always the case. 
Fremont become the “Center of the Uni-
verse” for many artists and the counter-
culture. Many events happen in Fremont 
including the Zombie Walk, the almost 

Center Of The Universe
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Fremont has a completely different feel than downtown Seattle. 
Where else can you see a 18 foot troll or a statue of Vladimir 
Lenin? 

http://www.Geocaching.%20com
http://www.Geocaching.%20com


free outdoor movies, Farmers Market, 
and infamous Summer Soltice Parade. 

Though its a bit of a walk up Fremont 
Avenue, Paseo is the one restaurant you 
don’t want to miss if you love Cuban and 
Caribbean style sandwiches. This is 
probably the best sandwich you will ever 
experience. Located at 4225 Fremont 
Ave N.

Theo Chocolate

Theo Chocolate is a local favorite and 
where else can you get a taste of free 
chocolates when you travel. This is a 
must stop for us and our customers ap-
preciate having the opportunity to taste 
chocolate from the first Fair Trade and 
Organic chocolate factory in America. 
They also have hour long factory tours 
daily. 

 

Lenin Statue

The Lenin Statue is something that most 
people think is out of place for Seattle, 
but we think it fits in perfectly in          
Fremont from an artistic standpoint. 

Brought to Seattle from its original home 
in Poprad, Slovakia. This 7-ton bronze 
statue was saved from being melted 
down by Lewis Carpenter. He was an eng-
lish teacher who wanted it to be the cen-
terpiece of a Slovakian restaurant he 
wanted to start in Seattle. Sadly he was 
unable to do as he was killed in a car 
wreck in 1994, leaving this statue to his 
children. 

Unable to sell it, it rests in the “Center of 
the Universe” now, still waiting for a 
buyer. Asking price $300,000.
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Fremont Rocket

Another oddity in Fremont is the 1950’s 
Soviet-style rocket on the side of a build-
ing. The Fremont Rocket originally came 
from an army surplus store that was be-
ing torn down in Seattle. Though the 
rocket has had some modifications and 
the fins have neon tubes and look more 
like a cartoonish modification, it will still 
grab your attention. 

Rumor was when the rocket was disman-
tled the nose cone was immediately sto-
len by folks in Belltown trying to save it 
from the Yuppies.  Eventually $500 cash 
changed hands and the rocket was now 

complete. The Rocket bears the Fremont 
crest and motto, “De Libertas Quirkas”-
which means “Freedom to be Peculiar.”

Fremont Troll

You don’t want to miss the 18’ high troll 
who lives under the Aurora bridge lo-
cated on Troll Avenue. This is just a few 
blocks from the main part of Fremont 
and is an easy walk. 

Walking Guide

There  are many more curiosities to see 
in Fremont and  walking guides are avail-
able throughout the area . You can down-
load one here.
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MMade by prisoners in a rock quarry at  
Folsom Prison,  they were formed from 
granite. 

In the 1800‘s ships leaving Seattle were 
usually full of coal and lumber, but upon 
return, they were likely half full, and the 
“Potatoes” were used as ballast in the 

ships coming up the Sacramento River 
or from the Bay Area. They unloaded 
these in Seattle on Ballast Island and 
then paved our streets.

Many of the streets in Seattle, Portland, 
and San Francisco were originally paved 
with these stones.

Seattle Streets Are Paved 
With Potatoes?
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Many of the streets in Seattle, especially around the Pike Place 
market were originally paved with “Folsom Potatoes” 



Explore the falls while traveling with 
Shutter Tours and enjoy the spectacle 
from the free viewing area, which is ac-
cessible to all. Bring family, friends or a 
loved one and enjoy the scenery to-
gether. You can savor the breathtaking 

natural surroundings of the Cascade 
Foothills.

The park is vibrant with color in the 
spring and summer and is landscaped 
with native shrubs and trees. Follow the 
many paths through the park and take a 
break at a secluded table. Whether you 

Snoqualmie Falls
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Snoqualmie Falls, in Washington State, attracts over a million 
visitors each year. The waterfall is 270 feet high (100 feet taller 
than Niagara falls) and is one of the state’s premier attractions.



are visiting as a couple or as a larger 
group, Snoqualmie park and falls will en-
chant you. There are ample drinking 
fountains to nourish you and restrooms 
along the way.

Up Close and Personal

Perched 300 feet over the river, Sno-
qualmie’s observation deck offers won-
derful views of the falls and park. If you 
prefer a closer look, why not hike down 
the trail to the base of the waterfall? This 
scenic, historical journey brings you 
close to a power plant from 1910. Feel 
the sense of history as you hike; the re-
gion was sacred to the native Sno-
qualmie people of the valley for genera-
tions. 

For those of you who are not on our tour, 
once you have taken in the stunning 
views of the falls, why not take in a 
mouthwatering breakfast of pancakes or 
waffles at the Salish Lodge. The gift shop 
has a variety and gift packs as well as 
combination selections of food for your 
trip. At the Snoqualmie Falls Candy Fac-
tory and Café located in the town of Sno-
qualmie,  you can sit down for an old-
fashioned milkshake and burger in the 
1950s themed diner before enjoying a 
sweet treat from the selection of candies 
available.

The History of the Falls

The Snoqualmie native Indian tribe built 
a camp under Mount Si, and the falls be-
came a meeting point for trading goods. 
Snoqualmie originates from a Salish 
word, meaning ‘moon’ and there were 
many legends based on the area. The Na-
tive Americans were called the people of 
the moon.

A civil engineer, Charles Baker, founded 
the town of Snoqualmie. He also created 
a power plant underground, bringing 
jobs to the locals and generating electric-
ity for the town.

The falls themselves have always at-
tracted adventurers. When the first pas-
senger train pulled in to the station in 
1890, over 1000 people attended with 
food and entertainment, including a 
tightrope walk over the falls.

Snoqualmie Falls was used as the exter-
nal location for the opening Twin Peaks 
credits during the 1990s. Salish Lodge at 
the top of the falls became the Great 
Northern Hotel on screen. The Colonial 
Inn became the Roadhouse in the show, 
and the trestle bridge close to Sno-
qualmie was also used during filming.

More than 1.5 million visitors come to 
the Falls every year.
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 The south bank of the park looks out 
upon Lake Union, the Space Needle, and 
many houseboats as well as constant 
boat traffic.

Gasworks Park is also a great place for a 
picnic, to fly a kite and relax with a book 
on a sunny day. There is a kite store 

nearby to purchase kites and a wonderful 
walking trail. The Burke-Gilman Trail 
runs past Gasworks’ parking lot and fol-
lows the Burlington-Northern Railroad 
12.5 miles north to Kirkland. The path 
will also take you through the University 
of Washington campus.  

Gasworks Park
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Gasworks Park is one of those great locations that can keep you 
busy for hours. It has a great sheltered area for rainy days with  
multiple vantage points of the city as well as the park itself.



#1 – A Tour Gets You Acquainted 
with the City

When you first arrive in a city, you are in 
unfamiliar territory, and it's sometimes 
hard to figure out exactly where you are. 
By taking our tour, you’ll travel around 
the city and get an idea of where you 
want to explore. Even if you take the tour 
at the end of the stay, its one way to end 
your trip on a high note.

#2 – Your Tour Guide Can Give 
Great Suggestions

Not sure where to go for dinner? How 
about the best museum or club to check 
out? Who has the best coffee in the city? 
All these questions a tour guide can an-
swer for you. It's an excellent way to 
learn about these great place from locals 
on your vacation to Seattle.

5 Reasons To Take A Tour 
When Visiting Seattle
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Taking a tour is the best way for you to see Seattle and learn the 
inside secrets of this vibrant city. You’ll be amazed at all the 
different unique neighborhoods you’ll see and history you’ll 
learn when taking a tour from a professional tour guide.  



#3 – Learn the Top Photo Spots

If you are into photography, you’ll surely 
want to know all the great places to go to 
take your best photographs. Maybe you 
want to know where the best alley is to 
shoot or where to take a great souvenir 
family photo. 

Tour guides will often use your camera 
to take a photo of your group so you’ll 
have a nice souvenir photo to remember 
your trip by. 

#4 – Forget Fighting Seattle Traffic

A driving tour lets you kick back and sim-
ply enjoy the view. Seattle is a maze of 
one way streets and rated one of the 
worst areas in the U.S. for traffic. A tour 
company can help alleviate that frustra-
tion for you and do all the driving.

#5 – You’ll Meet Other Travelers

Meeting other people traveling can also 
be good for information on things they 
may have experienced and they may 
have ideas of where to eat and places and 
locations they enjoyed on their visit. 

Companies We Recommend

Shutter Tours

Our family owned company has over 
800 Tripadvisor reviews and we hope 
you consider us for your travel needs. 

Quik Tours

Tour guide and owner Charles is a great 
guy and he provides a “Quik” tour of the 
city in 90 minutes. 

Market Ghost Tours

This is the original Ghost tour in Seattle 
and there is no better company to give 
you the darker history of Seattle and the 
Pike Place Market

Beneath the Streets

You’ve all heard of the “Underground   
Seattle” and this is by far the best tour to 
experience the underground. They have 
smaller groups than the “other com-
pany” and it feels more personable.  

Seattle by Segway

When is the last time you were on a     
Segway? 

Ride the Ducks of Seattle

Yes, this tour is a bit “whacky”, but we 
really enjoy their guides. 
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Hotel Reservations on Expedia

The best prices on hotels 

Seattle.gov

A comprehensive list of all things in      
Seattle for tourists

VisitSeattle.org

From the Seattle Visitors Bureau 

Seattle Weekly

The best resource for events in Seattle

Tripadvisor.com

Links to all the top rated tours, attrac-
tions, hotels  and restaurants in Seattle. 

A Million Cool Things To Do In Seattle

A fun Facebook page with great info

Additional Seattle Resources
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Below are a few of the resources you may want to rely on for your 
trip planning before arriving in Seattle. 

http://www.travelnow.com/templates/451477
http://www.travelnow.com/templates/451477
http://www.seattle.gov/visiting/
http://www.seattle.gov/visiting/
http://www.visitseattle.org/Visitors/Home.aspx
http://www.visitseattle.org/Visitors/Home.aspx
http://www.seattleweekly.com
http://www.seattleweekly.com
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g60878-Activities-c42-Seattle_Washington.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g60878-Activities-c42-Seattle_Washington.html
https://www.facebook.com/MillionCoolThingsSeattle
https://www.facebook.com/MillionCoolThingsSeattle

